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a veto by a two-thirds vote of the League Council, but
inasmuch as Turkey was then—and still is—a loyal member
of the League with a semi-permanent seat on the Council,
she was in fact not seriously handicapped by this limitation.
A no less important feature of the Montreux Convention
was the satisfaction given to Russia's claims. The Black Sea
Powers (and obviously in this category Russia alone needs
to be taken into account for practical purposes) obtained
the right to send warships through the Straits into the
Aegean Sea without limitation of number, type or tonnage
except that they must pass singly through the Straits. This
provision conceded the time-honored Russian claim for
unlimited egress from the Black Sea into the Mediterranean
which Great Britain had always opposed unless full reci-
procity were given to non-riparian powers. On the other
hand, the limitations of the Lausanne treaty concerning
the number and tonnage of naval forces which non-
riparian Powers might send into the Black Sea in peacetime
were revised as follows: the 1923 Convention limited the
maximum force which each non-riparian Power might send
into the Black Sea to the most powerful fleet of a riparian
State—i.e., Russia. The Montreux Convention limits the
aggregate tonnage of all non-riparian Powers to 30,000
tons2 and the tonnage which any one non-riparian Power
may send to two-thirds of the aggregate tonnage. Auxiliary
vessels, carrying fuel and with specified arms only, are
excepted from these limitations. The preponderant inter-
ests of the Black Sea Powers in general and of Russia in
2 An "escalator" clause raised the limit to a maximum of 45,000 tons
in the event that the tonnage of the strongest Black Sea fleet shall
exceed by 10,000 tons the tonnage of the strongest fleet in that sea at
the date of July 20, 1936—meaning of course the Russian fleet. Art. 18,
par. i(b).

